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PAN  AMERICAN  AGRICULTURAL  PROGRESS 


Map  showing  location  of  projects  in  which  the 
U.  S. D.  A.  cooperates  with  other  American  countries. 

April  14  is  Pan  American  Day.  On 
that  date  the  21  American  Republics 
celebrate  their  60th  anniversary  as 
members  of  the  Organization  of  American 
States.  "Peace,  Security,  and  Coopera- 
tion" is  this  year's  slogan  as  the 
neighbor  countries  observe  Pan  American 
Day. 

Agriculture  plays  a  leading  part 
in  Pan  American  relationships.  The 
United  States  does  approximately  one- 


third  of  its  import -export  business  with 
Latin  American  countries,  totaling  be- 
tween $5  and  $6  billion  a  year;  a 
significant  part  of  the  volume  is 
agricultural . 

From  Latin  America  the  United  States 
imports  coffee,  cane  sugar,  fibers, 
hides  and  skins,  crude  drugs,  tanning 
extract,  castor  beans,  bananas,  cocoa 
beans,  chicle,  wax,  vanilla  ...  as  well 
as  petroleum,  copper,  tin,  and  other 
raw  materials. 

To  Latin  America  the  United  States 
exports  agricultural  and  industrial 
machinery,  automobiles,  textiles, 
chemicals,  electrical  items,  food  prod- 
ucts,   and  many  others. 

For  10  years  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  been  cooperating  with 
neighbor  republics  in  programs  of  tech- 
nical agricultural  improvement.  Special 
attention  is  paid  to  the  tropical  or 
semi-tropical  items  that  they  sell  to 
the  United  States.  Joint  projects  are 
being  carried  out  in  15  countries, 
through  the  Department's  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  The 
successful  experiences  are  helping  lay 
the  foundation  for  the  cooperation  en- 
visioned on  a  much  larger  scale  by  the 
proposed  Point  IV  Program.  The  follow- 
ing photographic  review  is  presented  in 
observance  of  Pan  American  Day,  showing 
some  of  the  progress  in  Latin  American 
agriculture  that  is  taking  place  through 
such  work. 


roots.  From  these  roots  comes  rotenone, 
a  valuable  insecticide.  It  has  been  used  for 
centuries  by  South  American  Indians  as  a  fish 
poison.  It  is  now  being  used  widely  in  the 
U.S.  to  protect  gardens  and  livestock. 
(OFAR-Pe-337) 


C  Harvesting  kenaf  fiber,  a  new  crop  in  Cuba.  Cuba 
uses  $20  million  worth  of  sugar  bagging  every 
year,  mostly  made  of  imported  jute,  and  looks  on  the 
new  kenaf  as  a  potential  source  of  home-grown  fiber  to 
replace  some  of  the  imports.  The  Cuban  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Cuban  growers  are  working  cooperatively 
with  USDA  scientists  and  US  industry  to  develop  kenaf 
production  on  a  modern  mechanized  basis.     (OFAR-Cu-5  2) 
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